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From the first time I studied
Buddhism I knew I wanted to be
a monk, Practicing Meditation,
Morality and Wisdom, and

teaching Buddhism to others, 1

was sure this is the way I need

to in this life”

In St, Louis, USA,

my hometown, I attended a
Korean Jogye Order temple,
‘Buddhanara Temple,” Leaming
from the Juji sunim, Bhikkhni
Songak sunim, I was introduced
to korean buddhism and Zen
Practice When I saw
photographs of korean Temple

and monks and nuns, I felt I had
a deep connection with this
tradition of Buddhism., I took a
two-week trip to korea, visiting
Songgwang-sa, Musang-sa and
elsewhere, with my college
friend AEFA]. When I returned
to the USA Songak sunim asked
me, " Do you want to be a monk
in korea? with a very grateful
mind I said “Yes!", and started to
prepare to Leave home(&7})
Last year on July 24th I arrive at
Songgwang-sa, | received the
Sami Precepts(A}7]A]) on March
27th and entered Kangwon on
April 8th of this year,
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[ myself, and People every
where are caught in
Samsara(+-28]) not only by birth,
old age, sickness and death, in
this Modern World., fall into
materialism, we are destroying
our environment, Causing war,
exploiting, people and
degrading our human,

when I saw this and looked for
the only religion or philosophy
that solved these problems was
Buddhism. And me, korean
Buddhism and Zen practice, the
right way of doing,

I came to Songgwang-sa to leam
and practice this tradition, in
otradito share what find with
people I have karmic affinity

with, whether, in America,

korea, or anywhere in the world,
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Western Buddhism 524 1 2=

In the past one—and a—half years which I' ve spent in korea at 5=8A}, many people I meet for

the first time are very curious: why did choose to become a monk”? How did you meet Buddhism in
America? or why did you choose to renounce in korea, when there is Buddhism in Tibet, China,
Japan, Thailand, etc?

At 19 HF =0 3kA ol A XUkal U= A
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In the 2,600 year history of Buddhism this tradition has moved from India to china and Tibet,
south into Burma, Thailand and Sri1 Lanka, and in the last 100 years, across the oceans to Europe
and America. It has been remarked by many scholars that Christianity has been declining in the

west since the Industrial Revolution, and trom that time, western philosophers, thinkers and poets

have looked towards Buddhism as a religion best suited to the needs of modern humans and the

scientific world—view.

2,6000] 49| AL 71Hl B QLo 53, ElOR, dFHo 2L vl g3 ATyt o2 A
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Western scholars have translated and studied the buddha s teachings for the past 150years or
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so, but it is only since the 1960 s that Buddhist

monks, temples and teachings have been
established and made known to the public.

HTo] SRS Z)dt 15000 1 ek Bad e 7}
238 Molska At et 1960t o] o]
o2 xof A} H melEo] dueIE A 4

In my country, America, many Buddhist temples and meditation centers have been founded.

From the 1960" s onward, great teachers and meditation masters such as seung sahn sunim(s-4k~
), Aok HARAY and others have travelled to the US, taught the Dharma to westerners, and
their established traditions and organizations continue to this day. Apart from Korean Buddhism,

Chinese ch'an and pure hand, Japanese Zen, Tibetan and Thai, Burmese and SrelLankan
Buddhism all have a presence in American Buddhism these days. In my home town of St. Louis, in
addition to my home temple, teH=15A|E Buddhanara Temple(&E=AD we also have a Japanese
Zen center, a =dA A} temple, a Vietnamese Buddhist temple and a Tibetan Temple.
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For almost all of these Buddhist communities, they are made up of two main groups: those who
were born into Buddhist families or of the temple s origin country (Korean—Americans who attend
Korean temple), and those like me, coming from a non—buddhist cultural background. As America

is a country of immigrants, (and many from Asian country) those people who come to the US still
wish to continue their Buddhist practice and traditions, and so many ethnic temples have been
established, Those like myselt grew up without Knowing about Buddhism, but having been inspired
by the Dharma or with an interest in meditation practice, sought out Buddhism as a new religion.
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[ learned Buddhism first at my university, and believing that it showed a way out of sutfering. 1
started to study and practice meditation: as I did so my faith grew and I wished to renounce.
Though I first started to study at a Zen temple of €255, I found myself drawn more to korean

1 =

Zen and Buddhist tradition, though I can t really explain why. Hearing korean 9=, seeing

photographs of Korean temples and learning about the masters, teaching and lhfestyle in Korean
Buddhism, I felt, or I knew, that Korean Buddhism' s Jogye Order(tfer=1l24|E) was the right
tradition for me to renounce in,
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It looks to me like Buddhism in America is flourishing, and I only hope that the have teachings
of the Buddha and authentic practice continue to be available for those who are interested. Though

[ am now living in korea as an American monk and I plan to stay here for some years to come, I
think about my people back home and how this 1,600 year old Korean Buddhist tradition can be
translated, or adapted to assist the spiritual awakening of us Americans, living in a very
individualistic and materialistic culture, I hope that we Buddhists who have had the good fortune
of hearing the Buddha s teaching and have to way of practice, do not forget those people living in

countries where Buddhism does not exist. In the future, I hope the Y= A% continues to

spread the Dharma in foreign countries(=4|*%1!) and that the monks of 5-8Al can assist in this

noble and meaningtul work.
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Coming from a different culture and
Immersing into another 1s a big adjustment for

many people, For foreigners, the adjustment is

not an easy one, KEven for someone from the

same country, the person still has to adjust to
regional differences in culture. Often in the
adjustment period the participants vent their
anger out, and from that when another person

pays attention, it will allow that person to

understand the others, Those who choose to focus on themselves will find themselves perpetually

stressed out from misunderstanding.
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Living in a Kangwon, each person brings in his own unique background, When all participants

gather, each will have to adjust to the others to create harmony., When there 1s a fallout, usually

one or two persons will emerge as peacemakers, Compromise 1s the key for maintaining harmony.

In compromising, it is not about just giving up one s opinion, but it is about finding a common

oround for all of us. Kangwon 1s about doing things together and not promoting individualism.

With compromising, we can begi

practice Buddhism.

n to shed away our ego a little at a time, It 1s also a good way to
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Compromise does not have to be mutual because it can be started by oneself. Keeping harmony

1s such an important matter that if one person chooses to keep harmony but giving up his

opinions/demands, that in itself is a compassion, is it not? It is not really important what others
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can do to make compromise because 1t 1s more important what one chooses to do what he 1s
capable of doing.
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