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Master Mongsahn s Ten Junctures of Mu
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399) A monk asked Joju,

Does even a dog have Buddha nature?’ Joju said Mu. All
living beings have the Buddha nature, so why did Joju say Mu” If you say that you can

investigate Joju s Zen with your lips, on another day you 1l be in for a beating
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You don t know that the marrow of the Buddhas of the three worlds and the eye of the

patriarchs 1s at once displayed before your eyes. If a sharp and talented man were to

shoulder this burden and head on, not even this mountain monk s staff could hit him. So
tell me, at the end of the day, how is it?
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This word Mu has absolutely nowhere to grasp, just a slight place to grab hold. If one
were to say that it is a knife that takes lives, that it s a key that unlocks discriminating
wisdom, I d gladly give them thirty blows. Is this a prize or punishment? Even if you

answer me correctly, where have you been in order to see Joju?
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Everyone says that the light in Old Buddha Joju s eyes shines under the heavens,
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observing his Mu, 1ts life has fallen in the hands of this accomplished ascetic, 1f anyone
were to take up this word Mu and seek any taste, how could they not live out their days In

ignorance?
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Even so, how do you understand this Mu of Joju s? Joju’s drawn blade gives off a cold

frosty sheen, if you deliberate and ask how, it 11 slice your body in two. HA! In front of an

idiot, don t talk about your dreams.
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Moreover, in the king s stores there s no blade like this. At the end of the day, what is

o T
.

P

Joju s original face? Miaoxi said that it is not the Mu of existence or nonexistence, nor is it
the Mu of true nonexistence. So, do you understand Miaoxi? If you are not endowed with

the eye, you 1l go deliberating east and contemplating west, amassing more and more

knowledge. Don t, don t. Someone sharp, tell me, what did Joju mean?
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Recently many people have been saying that Mu is a steel broom. Was this really Joju s

l

intention”? There are some who cite other later sayings as proof. They are deluded and
blind. Don t take intellectual knowledge and bury the mind of the Patriarchs. HA!
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Some say that Mu is a post for tethering a donkey. Where have they seen Joju” In their

dreams? If you don t want to bring upon yourself an eternity in hell, don t slander the

Tathagata s True Dharma wheel. I ve touched upon many diseases, but at the end of the
day what does this word Mu mean?
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This word Mu cannot be penetrated with mind or with no-mind. Throw your life away
and head for the place before it arises, fixing your sight, and you will suddenly come back
to life. When you penetrate to the point where there s nothing left, who can dare to pick up
the 1700 kongans in front of you?

10, F&Mhme] REEHQ
kol U HfEEMHS BC

RS =37 =52 o fEfdEAE I oF — YRGS b SRt s 2t

ldo =1




wE A9 2Ate] ol |k g AR A5t At} A= 3k Ake =gt 2EAPAAME St 2
= Aol gl #8l7} o o] & Fob vhghiel vl= el ol Zlo] U] A]eln?

The great artifices and functions of the Buddhas and Patriarchs, the spiritual powers and

samadhis, the three profound teachings and the three essential teachings, all types of

discriminating wisdom, and all unobstructed wisdom all come from this. Even so, what 1s

your real self?
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The Sutras are an earnestly left footprint, was this Mu also left behind or not? If
someone sharp immediately turns it on its head sees himself clearly, defeats Joju and sees

the point where the Buddhas and patriarchs arouse the anger of men, I 11 allow him to say

that the Sutras are just tissue for wiping away blood and pus. Even so, where does this

word Mu come from?
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[ advocate this Mu in this way, but what is so special about it? In this sect a great many
Kongans are essential and mysterious, but do they surpass this Mu or not? If they do, why

is it esteemed in this way, if they don t, how can there have been Buddhas and Patriarchs

before the time of Joju”? An ascetic endowed with the eye will be difficult to deceive in the
slightest. Speak quickly! |#%£it
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