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99) When Huangpo was in Baizhang’s assembly, he heard the master recount his opportune

conditions and immediately stuck out his tongue. Did this attain Baizhang’s strength or Mazu’s strength?

...l
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While Yantou was in Deshan's assembly, at the master’s shout, he immediately bowed. Is this bow a
recognition of his kindness, or a repayment of his kindness? Also Dongshan said, “If I had been there, I
would have held one hand up and one hand down.” Tell me, where would he have held up and

lowered his hands?
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If you are able to penetrate these oldies to the bone, then say a turning word to cut off all the tongues
of all directions, and then I'll allow permission to enter the gate. If you are is not like this, then you

should hurriedly investigate. If you're investigation deepens, I'll talk about practice.

4, HZR At Inpialo At i slR el AR AR ol Ak SRy KB Foll Wl AIESIRIY Tk
S fHE—BESIO Az Lol HuiEelat HAREES V7t BB AoV (A aaL HATUE A )
“AE ol B B ERIE SO A i Sl ek

N

| S—

|
o) Hl=A] 2 7E-Lo] 9] o] Helute] T kS o]-&8] 3l oJAlS- x|oja] ExbAte| ghctakx|u] g} wiek

H} 2 2 =2|7] EBE-S- o]x|5lof [‘}cﬂ sloA} H]|Z A L0 a]a]_ HFE A H 2510} Ak] o 7@ S =z = O] Al
A

Lt L=a

2 ==
ATF= S ASHA] o o]zlo] & Wo|Ug} wlea] RE oS o} wa] 1 Aokt 5 uf 71-&

You should immediately undertake your work as instructed and you will be correct. You should
immediately doubt your original kongan, as a result of great doubt there will be a great enlightenment. one
thousand, ten thousand doubts form one doubt; they will be resolved in your original investigation. If you
don’t doubt a phrase, this is a great disease. Therefore you must put an end to all conditions, in the four

postures and 12 hours of the day, just keep your hwa du, tum the light around and investigate yourself.
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In the midst of sitting the most strength is gained. you should sit as instructed, don’t open your eyes
wide or strain them, and don’t force or suppress your body. If you use your strength, you will invite

sickness. Just sit up straight, and open your eyes normally. There’s no need to focus on your body,

mind, or surroundings.
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When there is dullness or scattering, if you gather your spirits and keep your hwa du, reciting it once or

twice, naturally all daemons will fade away. As you steady your gaze, your mind will become steady, as

your mind becomes steady, your body becomes steady. When you become steady and concentrated,

don’t consider this the work at hand, moreover, if you forget your hwa] and fall into emptiness you

will not achieve enlightenment, on the contrary this is a great sickness.
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The patriarch came from the west, just taught direct pointing, and took great enlightenment as the gate
of entry; he never discussed samadhi or spiritual powers, as these are peripheral matters. If in

concentration, you achieve awakening, you wisdom will become far reaching and you will be free from

any kind of hindrance.
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Whether practice goes well or badly, when you reach the time where there is no taste, as you advance,
you will reach some critical junctures. You must not let go, if you are clear, you will enter a state of

quiet, after quiet, samadhi. Each samadhi has a name; there are correct samadhi and incorrect samadhi.

You should know them.
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After getting up from meditation, your body and mind will be light and clear, every situation will require less

effort. If in movement your practice forms a single mass, you must use your mind with circumspection.
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Practice, from beginning to end, doesn’t go beyond the words stillness and purity. As stillness develops

to its peak one is suddenly awakened, as purity develops to its peak, one penetrates the great light.
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The vital energy is subdued and the wind fresh, in movement and stillness the mind is like the autumn

sky. This is the first vital juncture, you must ride the time and advance.
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Like a stretch of water in autumn, like an incense burner in an old tomb, still and silent, clear and
awake, when the road of the mind is cut off, forget the fact that you have this illusory human body, just
watch closely the constant uninterrupted flow of the hwadu. When you arrive at this point, the dusts are
about to come to rest and the light shoot forth. This the second critical juncture. If at this point you give

rise to the thought that you've awakened, you will cut off the pure wonder. This is very harmful.
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For those who are free from this fault, movement and stillness will be one and the same, whether awake
or asleep they will be clear and aware, the hwadu will appear before them like the moonlight
penetrating water, when confronting the eddies of daily life it will not scatter, even if it's shaken up it
will not be lost, Your centre will be quiet and unshakeable. This is the third critical juncture, the ball of

doubt is near to explosion and the opening of the right eye is close.
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Suddenly, like the meeting of mortar and pestle, or a chick hatching from its egg you see yourself
clearly, and discover the point where the buddhas and patriarchs aroused the hatred of men. At this

point you must see a great master, seek further training and become a great vessel for the Dharma; don't

be satisfied with small attainments.
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If after enlightenment you don’t meet a master, you won'’t be able to avoid not understanding the work
afterwards. The harm from this is not insignificant. If you have any obstruction in regard to the

opportune conditions of the ancient masters, your realization is shallow, and hasn't penetrated the

mystery to its depths.
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If you've already penetrated the mystery, take a step back, hide your traces and nurture your realization
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until you are fully endowed with strength, study the sutras, and all the doctrines of other schools of
philosophies, melt away the habitual energy accumulated over numerous lifetimes, cultivate boundless
purity and complete unobstructed brightness, and for the first time you will be able to fly afar and

spread the light, without bringing shame on the patriarchs of old.
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If you walk in the footsteps of those of old but don’t completely fit, you will fall back into the ranks of
ordinary men, and if when you speak, you seem to be enlightened, but when faced with situations
return to delusion, your speech is like that of a drunk, and your actions like those of a layman, you
don’t know how to distinguish between hidden and open opportunities, can’t distinguish between right
and wrong speech, and ignore the law of cause and effect, the damage done is severe. There are many

examples of right and wrong in those who have gone before you.
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He who has completed this work, on the shore of birth and death, can transform the coarse to the
refined, the negative into the positive, through the light of the wisdom of Nirvana give rise to the
Samadhi King which generates all phenomena, through this samadhi transtorm the body at will and

manifest transformation bodies. The Way is like the great ocean, the more you enter the deeper it gets.
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In a verse, Bodhidharma said,” In the awakening to the Buddha mind, there is no difference, but action
and realization must mutually respond, if one is to be called patriarch’. Once again, don't say that in this

sect there is a shortcut to transcend the Buddhas and patriarchs. Venerable Chong, do you have faith? At

the end of the day, only you are to know. [£%i
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